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Bill Smith called the regular meeting of the Town Council to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall with Council members Brad Korff and David Whipple present. Also present were Town Attorney Adam Farrar and Maintenance employees Garry Sierra and Louis Reutter. Kenneth Temme and Carol Hoffherr were absent from the meeting.

Brad Korff made a motion, seconded by David Whipple, to elect Bill Smith as President for 2007. The motion passed by 3-0 voice vote.

David Whipple made a motion, seconded by Brad Korff, to approve the minutes from the December 12, 2006 meeting. The motion passed by 3-0 voice vote.

The Financial Report, claims on the Accounts Payable Voucher, and Treasurer’s Report were not available due to the Clerk-Treasurer being in Memphis, Tennessee for ear surgery. The reports will be presented at the next regular meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Bill Smith advised the Council that a decision needed to be made concerning the sewer rate increase proposed by Jim Cameron of H.J. Umbaugh & Associates. The Council decided to table the discussion and decision until all four Council members could be present. The Council further requested that Jim Cameron also be present to explain to the residents the reason for the proposed rate increase and answer any questions that may arise.

NEW BUSINESS

The 2007 meeting dates for the Darmstadt Town Council will remain the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall.

David Whipple made a motion, seconded by Brad Korff, to retain Old National Bank as the depositor for Town funds in 2007. The motion passed by 3-0 voice vote.

Brad Korff made a motion, seconded by David Whipple, to retain First Federal as the depositor for Town CD funds in 2007. The motion passed by 3-0 voice vote.

The Council agreed to forego the $1,000.00 donation to Center Creek Playground for 2007 citing the tight financial position the Town is currently experiencing. The donation will be revisited next year.

Medical and Retirement Allowances: Garry Sierra indicated an increase would be helpful. The Council decided to monitor the situation, but not implement an increase at this time.

Brad Korff made a motion, seconded by David Whipple, to appoint Pam Ambrose as Utility Clerk of the Town of Darmstadt. The motion passed by 3-0 voice vote.

BOARD MEMBERS’ COMMENTS

Brad Korff reported that he received a call from resident Pat Brown complaining about a toilet that didn’t flush properly in her house. She expressed fear that sewage would begin to back up into her home because the septic tank needed to be emptied. Garry was out of town at his father’s funeral but Lou was on duty. After consulting with Garry  and Lou, Brad decided to have the tank pumped even though Garry had already checked the situation and reported that the septic tank was not the problem. Later, Ms. Brown called Brad and apologized as the problem was a clog in the line between the house and the septic tank. Brad commended both Garry and Lou for the fine job they did in this situation.

Salem Church is to be refunded $380.80 with regard to a charge for electricity that was billed to them in error dating back to 2002.

David Whipple spoke to the Salat’s about their earlier complaint regarding the tree clearing/removal. In reality the issue was not about the fallen tree or the subsequent removal, but about Mike Roark’s dismissal. The Salat’s agreed to pay their sewer bill.

ATTORNEY’S COMMENTS

There were no comments.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT’S COMMENTS

Garry Sierra questioned the Town’s responsibility vs. the homeowner’s responsibility when replacing culverts beneath driveways. The Town will perform the work. The homeowner is responsible for the materials and for repaving driveway cuts – either asphalt or concrete.

Garry Sierra reported that there are some holes along a buried culvert in front of Ken Temme’s property. There is a concern that someone may be injured by stepping into the openings. The Council asked Garry to place some warning flags by each opening until it is determined who is responsible for the culvert and its repair.

RESIDENTS’ COMMENTS

Kathy Klueg asked if anything could be done to provide high speed internet service in Darmstadt. Brad responded that this service is available through Insight. Kathy stated that it does not extend down Wortman Road because a junction box is needed.

Mrs. Klueg also asked about a dangerous driveway on Wortman Road at the Schneider residence. 

The meeting adjourned.
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