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Board president, Bob Stobbs, called the regular town meeting to order at 7:30pm. In attendance were President Bob Stobbs, Phil McElroy, Steve Kahre and Paul Freeman.  Clerk Mallory Lowe was absent.  Also present was Superintendent Jeff Goerges and Attorney Jason Spindler.  
Freeman made a motion, seconded by McElroy to accept the minutes from last month. Motion passed 4-0 voice vote.

McElroy made a motion, seconded by Freeman to approve last month’s financial report. Motion passed 4-0 voice vote.  
Freeman made a motion, seconded by McElroy to approve the accounts payable claims. Motion passed 4-0 voice vote.  

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:

In the clerk's office:  (Lowe's report was read by Bob Stobbs) I submitted our required Economic Development Report to the DLGF last week.  Which is another newly required report through the State Gateway program.  The Economic Development funds are mostly riverboat funds, but we do not receive any riverboat revenue. 

We have completed our grant project work for 2017-2018 grants, except for some ditch work from Relleke.  The flashing stop signs bill has been paid.  That leaves us with a grant fund balance of $2,656.47.   BUT we still owe Relleke $5k.  So whenever he finishes his job, we will clean out the grant fund and pay the remaining owed to him from general fund.  We will completely use every penny of our grant money.

In the Utility Department:   We've had a couple big leaks last month.  One is Pat Welborn on Fleener road. She called again last week about her excessive usage of 71,000 gallons of water she used last month for her ornamental fountain in the back yard that runs into the lake.  I sent the info to Jeff and Aaron and the breakdown over the last 8 years of the over half million gallons her fountain has ran into the lake due to its annual malfunctions.  

Her fountain needs to be completely disconnected from the city water.  

The other was 60k usage at Jim Gribbon's house for a sink hose for the horses that ran outside.  I asked Jeff and Aaron to check both of these out and confirm.

In General Town Items:  Last item I had is a historical one. Most of you know about our International Peace Tree in Darmstadt on the corner of St Joseph Ave & Orchard road.  The tree stands as a symbol of Peace after World War I.  It has been featured in the newspaper and several sites on the internet over the years for both for it's story and it's uniqueness.  It is a Linden Tree, that came to America as a seedling from Germany, by Joseph Freudenburg and a group of German Immigrants near the end of the war.  When the World War ended in 1918, residents of the German enclave gathered for a picnic on the Wortman property and planted the small tree to that spot, during a special ceremony, declaring it the Peace Tree.  The tree has been tended to over the years by the Skeels family who lived in the 1880s Farmhouse just up the hill from it.  So, this year is very significant, on Veteran's Day, November 11, 2018 will be it's 100th Anniversary.
Old Business 

1. Update on Matching Road Grant 
McElroy stated that our we are awaiting for Relleke to complete his project so that we can pay out the final $5k we are holding for his job and then be able to close out the grant.   Jeff reported that Relleke is supposed be complete the work next week depending on the weather.  Kahre noted this needs to be completed as soon as possible.
2. New 2018-2019 Matching Road Grant projects update

McElroy submitted 3 applications to INDOT.  Total grant cost if we receive them all will be $423,552 and about $105,000 of that will be our responsibility.  Included in this proposed grant is the repaving of Adryan Way, Jordan Lane, Colborne, Tibarand (and culvert replacement), Shillington, Bellingham, Hillsdale, Ridge Knoll, Kahre Court, Gilles Lane, repairs to a section of Darmstadt Road and repairs to a section of BNH road just east of Jordan Lane where road is caving in. Also a culvert replacement at Darmstadt Road and Hillsdale Road. 
McElroy stated we should hear something back from INDOT about the grant around November.

New Business
1. 2019 Budget Public Adoption
McElroy stated that last month was the review and this month is the formal adoption.  McElroy made a motion to adopt the 2019 budget, seconded by Freeman.  The motion passed by a 4-0 voice vote.
Superintendent Report  
Jeff Goerges stated they had 12 service calls last month.  They had 2 sewer mains that were broke by other contractors that they had to repair.  Jeff stated the town has been mowed.  The BNH project has been completed.  Metzger's smoothed out Oak Trail Drives entrance from the recent repaving job on Wortman road. Kahre asked if Jeff was hooking up the panel at Trinity church, Jeff stated it has been completed.
Fire Chief Report 
Fire department reported they did 107 runs last month.  27 of the runs were in Darmstadt with an average response time of just over 5.5 minutes.  They have also attained a new ambulance.
Board member comments 
Kahre spoke to Vanderburgh County Library again about using the ONB building.  The library is still looking at other locations in our area.  Kahre stated we need to decide when we are going to put the building up for rent. 
Freeman stated that he spoke with the railroad line inspector about the terrible condition of the road at the tracks on Inglefield Road.  The inspector went to the site to inspect the large potholes at the Inglefield crossing and informed Freeman that he will put this crossing at the top of their repair list.  The railroad inspector did inform Freeman that the crossing is the responsibility of the Railroad and that the Town of Darmstadt is not actually allowed to perform any road work at the intersection.

Stobbs noted that ONB is no longer in the insurance business and perhaps an insurance agency would be interested in that building.   Council agreed not to sell the building and put it up for lease.
Attorney comments

Jason Spindler noted that he has an Executive session scheduled for Friday, Oct 19th at 9am.  
Resident comments

Kate Potter, the owner of American Honey business in the shopping center, stated that she has a list of businesses looking to rent business space in Darmstadt.  Kate Potter mentioned people are looking to rent space all the time in the shopping center but it is currently completely full.  Kahre noted that the list of leads would be great.  
Kate Potter mentioned that there is quite a bit of interest in business rental space for this area.  Freeman stated that we need to list it for lease as soon as possible.  McElroy agreed.  Kahre stated he would like to see us keep it and just lease it out.  Council agreed to not sell the building and only lease it.  Freeman and McElroy will work on getting it listed for lease.  
Carol Schlumpf mentioned there is a tractor parked at the apartments site.  Schlumpf asked if he is mowing that property.

Eric Gries stated that he appreciated the paving on BNH road last year.  Gries explained that he came to the meeting last month and expressed concern about the speeders on BNH road and was very pleased with the hospitality of the council, and the concern and the actions taken by the superintendent and council to correct the problem.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:23pm
Attest:

Mallory Lowe

Clerk-Treasurer
