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Board president, Bob Stobbs, called the regular town meeting to order at 7:30pm. In attendance were president Bob Stobbs, Clerk-Treasurer Mallory Lowe, council member Paul Freeman and Council member Steve Kahre. Also present was attorney Krista Lockyear. Superintendent Garry Sierra and Council member John Sanders were absent.
Freeman made a motion, seconded by Kahre to accept the minutes from last month. Motion passed 3-0 voice vote.

Kahre made a motion, seconded by Freeman to approve last month’s financial report. Motion passed 3-0 voice vote.  

Kahre made a motion, seconded by Freeman to approve the accounts payable claims.  Motion passed 3-0 voice vote.  

CLERK-TREASURER‘S REPORT:

Mallory Lowe-  In the clerk's office:  I am beginning to prepare for year end.  We will need to approve and pass the salary ordinance at our next council meeting.  

In the Utility Department:  In the sewer department, I have had a handful of considerable leaks lately.  I continue to work with homeowners & Evansville water to resolve these issues.  I continue to work on collections.  I will be sending out overdue notices next month and liens will be filed in February for accounts over 120 days.

In General Town Items:  I've been working on some of our Darmstadt history again.  I took photographs of many of our town landmarks & trees during the height of the fall colors a couple weeks ago.  Dated and recorded the photographs.  Last batch of photographs we had of our landmarks were from 1984.

  I've also started a project of reprinting our town history book written by Shirley Nicholson.  I've spoken to her husband Bob a few times over the phone the last couple weeks plus I met with both of them a few years ago before they moved from Darmstadt.  Bob Nicholson has given me full permission to reprint the book as needed.  Evansville Bindery has given me prices for 50-$23.07, 100-$18.46 & 150-$17.11 quantities.  They will run about $20 per book.  I have several people interested in our area and also from our sister city of Darmstadt, Germany.  I've researched this and it is something that can be paid for out of our General fund as a promotional expense.  I would of course only sell them at cost, this is not something for profit, this is to help treasure our town history.  The local Evansville libraries have copies and so does Willard library, but the libraries in Ft Wayne and South Bend have requested copies along with some of the Universities. I will contact state to get more information on requirements and making sure we stay within guidelines.  In the meantime I want to ask council to consider this project.  

Kahre made a motion, seconded by Freeman to allow Lowe to have 50 copies of the Darmstadt book reprinted.  The motion passed by a 3-0 voice vote.

Finally I wanted to mention that some of you may know that I have been in the Municipal Management Institute program for the last few years.  I was unable to attend the IACT conference last month to receive my honors but IACT awarded me Level 2 Certification for Certified Municipal Official in the Municipal Management program.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Proposed Ordinance to impose penalties for breeding of rodents within town limits:

Lockyear stated she has researched the penalty laws and the maximum amount allowed.  There was some discussion from Freeman as to how those penalties would be applied.  If they would be a one time charge, per day or per occurrence.  Lockyear will review and find more information.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. 2014 Fire Protection:

Stobbs advised that the proposed contract from Scott Township Fire department was a $3,700/ 5% increase from last year for a total of $79,300.  Kahre made a motion, seconded by Freeman to accept the new contract for $79,300 for fire and ambulance service for the year 2014.  Motion passed 3-0 voice vote.

2. Superintendent’s Report 
Sierra was absent.

3. Board member’s comments 

Stobbs stated that Sierra advised we needed a new salt spreader for the big dump truck.  The current spreader is over 30 years old.  Sierra had already attained an estimate directly from Myers for a new salt spreader that will fit the current Kodiak dump truck.  Kahre made a motion, seconded by Freeman to purchase a new salt spreader for the dump truck up to $9,000.  Motion passed by 3-0 voice vote.

4. Attorney’s comments 

Lockyear mentioned that she looked into Freeman’s idea of imposing a facility charge for events at the 4H center.  She will further review the idea.

5. Resident’s comments 

Crystal Kahre mentioned that Garry Sierra came out to work on her sewer pump with Brad Day and they did a great job and had it fixed quickly.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm

Attest:

Mallory Lowe

Clerk-Treasurer


