 TOWN OF

DARMSTADT, INDIANA
 SETTLED 1822                                                                                     



INCORPORATED 1973

Minutes of

December 11th 2018
These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.

 Audio of this meeting is on file in the Town Clerk’s Office.

TOWN COUNCIL






       


CLERK-TREASURER
Bob Stobbs, President





 
      


Mallory Lowe

Phil McElroy, Council Member




     


P. O. Box 20

Paul Freeman, Council Member




    


Darmstadt, IN  47618-0020

Steve Kahre, Council Member





Board president, Bob Stobbs, called the regular town meeting to order at 7:30pm. In attendance were President Bob Stobbs, Clerk-Treasurer Mallory Lowe, Phil McElroy, Paul Freeman and Steve Kahre.  Also present was Superintendent Jeff Goerges.  Attorney Jason Spindler was absent.
Kahre made a motion, seconded by McElroy to accept the minutes from last month. Motion passed 4-0 voice vote.

McElroy made a motion, seconded by Kahre to approve last month’s financial report. Motion passed 4-0 voice vote.  
McElroy made a motion, seconded by Kahre to approve the accounts payable claims. Motion passed 4-0 voice vote.  

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:

In the clerk's office:  We have completed our closeout paperwork for 2017-2018 grants and submitted it all to INDOT.  We received our annual 1782 Notice from the DLGF that they have accepted and approved all our budget numbers for 2019. I'm meeting Greg Elsperman from Ford next week to sign off on paperwork for our new F550.  The checks have been written out of this years budget and I'm holding them until delivery of truck and snow plow equipment.  We will be receiving our December property tax revenue from the county very soon this month along with a couple sewer lien payments from last spring.

In the Utility Department:   We've received several overdue payments in by the Dec 10th deadline I gave everyone, for account balances over 90 days.  The others that have still not paid, I will begin the lien process on, which the first step is the recordings in the recorders office I will begin on next week to make sure we make the new January 11th deadline with the county for filing liens.

I will be mailing sewer bills out at the end of this month these will be the last bills on this years rates.  The bills I will mail out the end of January will start at the new rates.  ($20.83 per 1,000gals, $11.98 electric, $6.05 admin, $104 well, $67.48 discounted well)  I've already contacted Keystone, our software provider to have these new rates entered into the system in January.

In General Town Items:   The Old National Bank only has the drive-thru open now until the 18th.  The new branch by Schnucks opened yesterday.  They will have their Grand Opening next week.  Our lease with Old National for the Darmstadt building is through January 31st. 

Old Business 

1. New 2018-2019 Matching Road Grant projects update
McElroy noted that he has received quite a bit of information on the grant from INDOT and we will have our advertisement to bidders in the newspaper soon.  
New Business

1. Payroll Ordinance  for 2019
Kahre made a motion, seconded by McElroy to accept the Payroll Ordinance.  Motion passed by 4-0 voice vote.
Superintendent Report  
Jeff stated they had 16 service calls last month and 4 so far this month.  They had a big sewer break on Orchard Road they have been working on.  There was an accident at the BNH and St Joseph Ave intersection, Jeff made some repairs and also had Mounts Electric repair the traffic light, he sent the bills to our insurance company along with police report.  The new F550 truck with snow plow equipment will be in soon.  
Jeff stated he has been tracking the pump replacements.  We have replaced 43 pumps in 2014, 37 pumps in 2015, 38 pumps in 2016, 21 pumps in 2017 and 22 in 2018.  

Jeff noted that Allen Relleke hit EWSU water lines during some work in Darmstadt.  EWSU did not have their lines marked.  EWSU sent Darmstadt a letter trying to collect from the damaged water lines but this damage is from EWSU not marking their lines.  Copy of letter was given to Attorney Jason Spindler. 

Fire Chief Report 
Fire department not present
Board member comments 
Paul Freeman wanted to let everyone know Jeff has been doing a great job with the service calls.  They even had a service call on Thanksgiving that Jeff corrected right away.  

Freeman stated that we should have a fixed labor rate established for maintenance crew.  
Steve Kahre stated that he has gotten an estimate from York for some stop bars and rumble strips for the BNH & St Joe Ave intersection for $1500.   Kahre made a motion, seconded by Freeman to have the striping completed.  Motion passed by 4-0 voice vote.  
Steve Kahre noted that Bix Branson is the head of the EVPL Board and is still interested in the ONB building.  He would like to see inside the building.  Our leasing agent is going to try to get him in there to show it.   The library would offer a community type center where groups and organizations can meet which was the original purpose of Darmstadt buying the building.  The plan is to offer a space for the public where groups could meet, kids groups, adult organizations, small events, hobby groups, etc. Have it open to serve the residents and community of Darmstadt.
Kahre stated that we should consider taking over Hillsdale road from the county.  
Kahre advised that he is stepping down from his town council seat but could still continue to serve on the fire territory for the Town of Darmstadt.  Council agreed.  

Bob Stobbs announced that this is his last town council meeting and he will be retiring from serving on the Town Council.  
Attorney comments

No further attorney comments
Resident comments

Eric Gries asked what the requirements are to join the town board.  Council noted that a person has to be a resident that resides within the district they would want to represent.  
Carol Schlumpf asked about taking over Hillsdale road and wouldn’t it cost quite a bit for the upkeep.  Freeman replied that we would need to research that option before making any decisions.  

Kate Potter noted that if the building would be up for sale to the EVPL library she would like to see if for sale open to private businesses also instead of only leasing.  Kahre noted the original plan and why Darmstadt purchased the building was to make a community type center open to the residents and community of Darmstadt to meet, have our monthly council meetings and provide an area where community groups and organizations could get together, which a public library could provide.  However, council will discuss and consider selling to private businesses.
The meeting adjourned at 8:35pm
Attest:

Mallory Lowe

Clerk-Treasurer
