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Board president, Bob Stobbs, called the regular town meeting to order at 7:30pm. In attendance were President Bob Stobbs, Clerk-Treasurer Mallory Lowe, council members Paul Freeman, Steve Kahre and John Sanders. Also present was Superintendent Jeff Goerges. Attorney Krista Lockyear was absent.
Freeman made a motion, seconded by Kahre to accept the minutes from last month. Motion passed 4-0 voice vote.
Freeman made a motion, seconded by Sanders to approve last month’s financial report. Motion passed 4-0 voice vote.
Kahre made a motion, seconded by Freeman to approve the accounts payable claims. Motion passed 4-0 voice vote.
CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:
Mallory Lowe:
In the clerk's office: We paid the bill for the St Joe Avenue repaving which took a huge chunk out of our budget.  We used everything we had in Local Road & Street fund, our CCI fund and our CCD fund which was only $115k of the $148k bill.  We also had to pull funds from MVH and General fund to cover the remaining $33k.  Our budget is ok for normal activity the rest of the year but the town funds will not be able to support anything extra.  

In the Utility Department:  

We have had a couple large leaks, one on Wortman Road (Brenda Willner 433 Wortman) was over 77,000.  Apparently a pipe had cracked outside of the home and the water was running into a small ditch next to the home so it went unnoticed for quite some time.  I continue to work with the overdue accounts, I have one that has filed bankruptcy.  We have had 4 homes sell and change owners since last month.

In General Town Items:  

I believe the county fair went fine without any major concerns in Darmstadt. 

The next event is the largest we have each year which is the Frog Follies.  They will be here in 2 weeks.  Aug 28th-30th.  So we want to make sure we are prepared for that with roads in decent shape, mowed, etc.  

　
OLD BUSINESS:
1. Fire contract with Scott Twp
Stobbs noted that we have agreed to and signed a contract with Scott Fire Twp for $55k for this year and next. We are awaiting them to agree and sign the contract.
2. Shop building improvements/storage
Stobbs mentioned that we have been waiting for months to receive the permit from FEMA. We finally received the permit yesterday.
3.    Contract renewal with EWSU
Stobbs advised that we made the small changes to the contract but are still awaiting to hear from EWSU.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Budget 2016
Lowe advised that she has a draft budget ready. Lowe will meet with the state DLGF on Thursday for budget review. The budget public hearing and public adoption hearings will follow in the next couple months.
　
2. Wortman Road drainage
Steve Kahre advised that there are some ponding and runoff issues on a part of Wortman road south of Shafer road after heavy rains.  The water ponding and running from the privately owned drive of Shafer road is causing the public road bed to erode.  Kahre mentioned that the town had an engineering firm investigate the area and make recommendations. The engineering company recommended that a culvert pipe needs to be installed under the private lane of Shafer road.
Kahre advised the council will need to get with our attorney Krista Lockyear to go over the legalities.
Scott Floyd stated he was totally against paying any kind of money to repair his own private drive.  

Kahre advised that the town of Darmstadt has offered to pay all labor costs involved and the property owners would only pay for their own private culvert pipe & concrete which would be $100-$200 per property owner.  There are 8 property owners who own and maintain their private gravel road of Shafer road.
Kelly Floyd advised she does not have one hundred dollars and that their private drive is the county's problem.  Bob Stobbs explained that the county does not maintain any roads in the Town of Darmstadt and that private drives are owned by the property owners using them.
John Gentry stated that Loomis should also be included since he owns a field at the end of Shafer Road.  Council agreed Loomis would be included, all 8 property owners.
Brent Fehrenbacher at 919 agreed that if its in the ordinance we need to follow it, he agreed to the work.

Jared Anderson at 941 agreed that something needs to be done.  He agreed to the work.

John Gentry at 933 stated he would like to have assurance that after the repair work is performed, that if water continues to flow across Wortman road from their private drive causing an issue, that the town would not come back and require a whole new culvert installed.  Steve Kahre stated that as long as the culvert and ditch were maintained by homeowners he didn't see that as being an issue.  
Council will contact the rest of the property owners that were not present at the meeting.  Council will inform them of the situation, erosion of the public roadbed and safety hazard as a result of improper drainage on their private drive.  

Superintendent’s Report
Jeff Goerges advised that they had 15 service calls last month and 10 calls this month so far. Jeff noted that they will get the grass mowed before the Frog Follies. Jeff said the next sewer project will be at the log cabin off Fleener Road.
　
Board member’s comments
Freeman thanked Jeff for repairing the sewer lines at his neighbors house.
Kahre mentioned that there are three dead dangerous trees hanging over the road near Bob Zoss' property at 12421 Darmstadt Road that need to be taken down. Freeman stated he will get with Larry Caplan about taking those trees down.
Attorney’s comments
Attorney not present
　
Resident’s comments
Roger Bippus asked if the council has discussed what trees they plan to plant in the field behind the shop.
　
The meeting adjourned at 8:38pm
Attest:
Mallory Lowe
Clerk-Treasurer
